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MEMBERSHIPS IN THE HAMILTON NATUR ALISTS' CLU B FOR 1977-19 70 ARE MOW DUE 

Memberships fall into the following categories: Life $100.00, 
Contributing $10,00, Active $5.00, Joint (husband and vjife) $6.00, 
Student (over 18) $2,00, Junior (under 18) $1,00, and Corresponding 
(residing over 20 miles from Hamilton) $2.50. 

Meetings are held monthly September to May inclusive. The 
Wood Duck is published nine times yearly, and is mailed free to 
members. The club is dedicated to serve members and stimulate public 
interest in the appreciation, study, and conservation of our native 
heritage. Currentl 3 '^ held sanctuaries are maintained, at Spooky Hollow 
and Short Hills Wilderness Area. 
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HAMILTON NATUR A LISTS' CLUB EXECUTIVE 1977-78 


Past President 
^President 
*lst Vice Pres, 
& Field Events 
2nc! Vice Pres, 
& Programme 
*Treasurer 
*Secretary 


- Mrs. Marion Shivas, 18 Rowanwood Ave., Dundas, Ont. L9H 4E1 

- Mr, James Dowall, 29 Emerson St,, Hamilton, Ont, L8S 2X2 

- Mr. Robert Curry, 92 Hostein Dr., Ancaster, Ont. L9G 2S7 

- Mr. Ford Smith, 708-360 Torrance St., Burlington, Ont, L7R 2R9 

- Dr. William Schlatter, 44 Gait Court, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 1M4 

- Mrs, Ruth Summers, 675 Cedar Ave,, Burlington, Ont. L7T 2Ro 


Directors 
*Membership 
Publicity 
Sanctuary 
Conservation 
*Wood Duck Editor- 
*Gocial 

Director at Large 


Mr, Bruce McKenzie, 177 Dundurn St, S,, Hamilton, Ont, L8P 4K5 
Mr. Dave Copeland, 28 Sandalwood Ave., Hamilton, Ont. L3T 2E3 
Mrs, Marion Shivas, 18 Rowanwood Ave,, Dundas, Ont. L9H 4E1 
Dr. Walter Glooschenko, Carlisle P.O., Ont. LOR IHO 
Mr, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8 
Mrs. Barbara Reid, 2 Mayfair Court, Dundas, Ont, L9H 3P2 
Mr, Paul Attack, 14 Cameron Drive, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 2L3 


* Indicates New Members to the Executive 

********* 

* 


NOTES FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 


A NEW season !, 

This bulletin marks the beginning of a new club season, a new president, 
in fact, many new members to the club executive as you can see from the list 
above - even a new Wood Duck editor. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank our past editor. Hazel Broker, 
for the many years of service on the Wood Duck. In this and in other club 
functions she has participated faithfully to build a reputation which will be 
hard to equal. Even in her "retirement", this issue can be largely credited to^ 
her effort in order that we could get started on the 'right foot . Many thanes. 

THIS IS YOUR PAPER . 

I would also remind the membership that this is your paper and its future 
success depends upon your participation by way of articles, comments, or volun¬ 
teer help in its preparation and mailing each month. So, send in that article, 
share your experiences, or offer your time so that the work load does not fall 
heavy on the few. 

Deadline for all submissions is the first of the month preceeding 
publication. Please send your contributions to me, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Rd,, 
Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8. 

Noteworthy Bird Records will be accepted up to the 10th of the month. 

Submit these records to'' > George North, 857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont, L7T 3A3, 
Phone 634-5463, 


(continued next page 


) 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK (continued) 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 


Once again it is renewal time. If you haven't yet sent in your, cheque 
please do so without delay. Accounts more than 90 days overdue will be dropped 
xrora the list. In spite of ;rising costs for paper and postage, our membership 
rees are being held at last year's rates. Perhaps some of you could consider 
raising your membership status and so help us to maintain this schedule of fees 
for another year. 

For more information on membership see the front cover or contact the 
Membership Secretary, Mr. Bruce MacKenzie, 177 Dundurn St. S., Hamilton, Ont. 
Telephone 527-4470, 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


If you have moved or if you are planning to move, do forward your new 
address to the HNC. If you neglect to do this , your copy of the Wood Duck will 
be returned to us for a small fee. Then, to redirect that issue to you at your 
new address costs the club another 10 cents. Congratulations to the 1976-77 
members. Very few copies were returned because we were notified of new addresses 
promptly. Keep up the good v7orkI 

Your editor, 

Ron Hepworth, 


************** 

********** 

WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 

Mr. & Mrs, L. V, Evans, 2164 Sunnybrook Court, Oakville, Ontario. L6L 1P4 

Miss Teresa Halpin, 1003 - 123 Charlton Ave. E., Hamilton, Ontario. L8N 3W3 

Mr. David Robinson, R. R. # 1 Hannon, Ontario. LOR IPO 

Mr. Adrian Shuman, 32 Main St,, Dundas, Ontario, L9H 2P6 

Mrs. Florence Norris, 273 East 38th St., Hamilton, Ontario, L8V 4G2 

***** . 

************ 

*********************** 

PLUARG OPEN HOUSES 

PLUARG Open Houses - Clean Up The Great Lakes - are being held through¬ 
out Ontario this summer and fall. Sponsored by the International Reference 
Group on Great Lakes Pollution from Land Use Activities, an International 
Joint Commission, 100 Ouellette Ave,, 8th Floor, Windsor, Ontario N9A 6T3, 
this first phase of the programme is important in that ■ public ^consultation 
panel members will be selected from Open House attendance, 

PLUARG Open House, 

September 7, 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Hamilton Reference Library, 

52 James St. S., Hamilton, Ont. 

For further information write Sally Leppard, Canadian PLUARG Co-ordinator 
in Windsor, 
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EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 


********************************************!*(*********•**************■!*(*********•/; 
* * 


* MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 

* 

* 

* 

* 


* 

V>* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


M ONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


Date and Time: MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 12. 1977 at 8:00 P.M. 
Place: 


Speaker! 


Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario. 

DR. BRUCE CRUIKSHANK will present an illustrated talk 
on ornitho-philately entitled 

'' BIRDING WITH STAMPS '' 

Do not miss this first indoor meeting of the 1977 - 78 
season. Bring a friend. 


* 

vV 

* 

* 

* 

1V 

* 

* 

A 

A 

* 

* 

A 


IMPORTANT ADVANCE NOTICE ; Because of the Thanksgiving Holiday, the next * 

general monthly meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 12, 1977, * 

■>v 

A VISITORS WELCOME STAY F OR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRES HMENTS * 

*.;.*****AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAvVAAAAAAAAAAAAAA*AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA*AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


SUNDAY. AUGUST 28, 1977 at 8:00 A.M. 

BIRDS IN THE HAMILTON AREA . Bring a lunch. Meet in the parking lot of 
Dundurn Castle, Hamilton. Fall migrants are beginning to move through 
our area. This is an opportunity to look for shore birds. 

Leader; Jim Dowall Hamilton 529-9109 


AAAAAAAAAAA 


S UNDAY. SEPTEMBER 11. at 8;00 A.M. 

BI RDS OF T H E HAMILTON AREA . The fall migration will be in full swing. 
Meet at Dundurn Castle parking lot. Bring a lunch. 

Leader; Bob Westmore Hamilton 526-1575 


AAAAAAAAAA 

SU NDAY. SEPTEMBER 18. 1977 at 9;00 A.M. 

FALL HAWK MIGRATION . Monitor the great Broad-wing flight with keen 
coordinator. Bill Smith. Meet at the north end (Burlington side) of 
the High Level Bridge on York Boulevard, Hamilton. Bring a lunch. 
Leader: Bill Smith Hamilton 525-5753 

AAAAAAAAAA 

SATURDAY. SEPTEMBER 24. 1977 at 1;00 P.M. 

BOTANY - SKUNK'S MISERY - Meet at Ancaster High School, Jerseyville 
Road, Axicaster. An opportunity to learn to identify fall wildflowers. 
Leader; Bert MacLaren. Hamilton 389-6555 

(continued next page. 



5 


EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER (continued) 

SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER 25. 1977 at 1 2; 00 NQON ^ 

LAKE ONTARIO BOAT TRIP - A chance to see jaegers, gulls, phalaropes at 
close range in their element. This trip has a limit of about 20 people 
so you should call the leader as soon as possible if you wish to go. 
There will be a charge of approximately $6*00. 

Leader; Bob Curry Ancaster 648-6895 


************* 

SUI^DAY. OCTOBER 2 , 1977 at 10;00 A.M. 

SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA ; A chance to observe, identify and learn 
about all flora and fauna in our sanctuary with one of our best all 
around naturalists. Meet there at 10;00 a.m. and bring a lunch. 
Leader; George Meyers Grimsby 945-4217 

How to get there ; 

Short Hills Wilderness Area is about 40 miles from Hamilton. 
Take the Q.E.W, or Mud Street and Fly Road east to Victoria Street 
(Vineland), Proceed south on Victoria to Metier Street (6% miles 
from the top of the escarpment). Left on Metier and proceed through 
North Pelham to Centre Street. The Sanctuary is on the north-east 
corner. Park on Centre Street. Another route is to take Highway #20 
east, turn left on North Pelham Road (7.9 miles past Bismark), right 
on Metier and proceed to Centre Street, 

************** 


SATURDAY. OCTOBER 8, 1977 at 8;00 A.M. 

BIG CREEK CANOE TRIP , A section of the Creek to be determined by the 
leader. Meet at OjOO a.m. at Mountain Plaza, Fennell and Upper James 
in Hamilton or at junction of Highv;ays 24 and 59 near Long Point. 

Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Charlie Zimmerman Ancaster 648-6250 

****■;?{*************************************************•************ 

******************yf**vV* 

EVENTS OF INTEREST TO NATURALISTS AT THE R. B. G, 

NATIVE PLANTS IN AUTUMN 

Field studies of native late-flowering and fruiting plants of the Gardens' 
natural areas, including identification, habitats, and seed-dispersal adaptations. 
The biology and identification of native ferns will be given special attention on 
the first walk. Meet Wednesdays, September 14 at the Children's Garden and 
September 21 at Headquarters, at 9;30 a.m. Dr. James Pringle, 

N ATIVE TREE IDENTIFICATION 

A short course on the field identification of native trees by foliage, bud, 
L-wig and bark characteristics. Early fall sessions for foliage - a field trip on* 
Saturday, September 17 followed by an indoor session on Monday, September 19. 

Late fall sessions for leafless identification - a field trip on Saturday, Nov. 26 
followed by an indoor session on Monday, November 28. Saturday field trips 9;30a. 
Mondays 7:30 p.m. At Heqdquarters, Dr. Peter Rice, 

(continued on page 18 


) 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 
Financial Statements for Year Ended April 30, 1977 

GENERAL FUND 

Bank Balance at April 30, 1976 
Receipts 


$ 775.35 


Fees 

Sanctuary Donations E.eceived 
Badge Sales 
Bird List Sales 
Life Memberships 

Transfer from Endowment Fund for 
annual expenses of life members 
Other Income - General Fund Donations 

Total Receipts 


Disbursements 

I'Jood Duck Publication 
Monthly Meetings 
Stationery, Postage, etc. 

Affiliation Dues 
Sanctuary Fund; 

Sanctuary Upkeep 

Transfer Donations Received $364.00 

Less; Sanctuary Taxes 237.67 

Endoi-raient Fund; 

Transfer Life Memberships 
R, B. G. Bldg. Expansion Fund 
Equipment Purchases; 

Group Show Screen 
HNC Badges 
Bird Count Expenses 
Publicity Expense 
Other Expenses 


Total Disbursements 


$1,508.61 

364.00 

30.00 

6.80 

300.00 

138.00 

378.39 

$2,725.80. 


$ 999.95 

606.78 
94.84 
95.00 

237.67 

126.33 

300.00 

500.00 

172.91 

255.73 

15.04 

9.54 

20.06 


$3,433.85 

(708.05) 


Bank Balance at April 30, 1977 


$ 67.30 
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-SANCTUARY FUND 


Bank Balance at April 30,1976 
Receipts 

Transfer from General Account: 

Donations 1976-77 
Interest and Dividends 
Matured Debentures 
Tax Rebate 

Total Receipts 

Disbursements 

Certificates of Deposit 
Sanctuary Upkeep 

1 

Total Expenditures 


Bank Balance at April 30, 1977 

Marketable Securities 

Canada Permanent Mortgage Corp. , 10%, 
June 7/79, certificate 
Bell Canada, 5 1/2%, Series W, 

June 15/84 face $2,000, rakt. 81 
Ontario Hydro, 5 1/2%, July 15/80, 
face $2,000, mkt. 92,63 
Ontario Hydro, 5 1/2%, Feb. 15/81, 
face $1,000, mkt. 90.75 
Prov, of Ontario, 5 1/2%, Aug, 15/79 
face $2,000, ailct. 94.88 
Huron & Erie, 9%, Sept. 1/78, 
certificate #11-125002-9 

Canada Trust Certificates of Deposit 
7 1/2%, due July 28, 1977 

#08000 

#08001 

#08002 

#08003 

#08004 due August 1, 1977 


$3,716.03 


$ 364.00 

8,922.77 
3,000.00 
205.41 

$12,492.18 


$8,000.00 

237.67 

8.237.67 

4.254.51 

$7,970,54 


$10,000.00 

1,620,'JO 

1.852.60 
907.50 

1.897.60 
3,000.00 


30,000.00 

20,000.00 

10,000.00 

5,000.00 

8.000.00 


Total Securities 


92.277,70 


$100.248.24 


Total cash and securities 
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ENP0Wt4ENT FUND 


Bank Balance at April 30, 1976 

Receipts 

Life Membership 
Interest 

Matured Debenture 

Total Receipts 
Disbursements 
Debenture 

Transfer Operating Costs of 

Life Members to General Account 

Total Disbursements 

Bank Balance at April 30, 1977 

Marketable Securities 

Debenture at Huron & Erie 
May 1, 1902, 97„ 

Total Cash and Marketable Securities 


$ 344.71 

$ 300.00 

522,61 

1.100.00 

$1,922.61 

$2,000.00 

138,00 

$2,138.00 (215. 39) 

129.32 

2 , 000.00 

$2,129.32 


RESERVE 

Bank balance at April 30, 1976 
Add; Interest 

Bank balance at April 30, 1977 

Marketable Securities 

Canada Trust Certificate of Deposit 
7 l/27o due July 28, 1977, #08005 

Total Cash and Marketable Securities 


FUND 

$2,889.28 

679.82 

$3,569.10 

5,000.00 

$8,569,10 

Treasurer, 

Lawrence Gould. 


Audited and found correct. 

William J. Schlatter. 



BIRD STUDY I 


An evening course offered by SHERIDAN COLLEGE^ OAKVILLE CAMPUS 
On Wednesdays, 

Commencing September 28, 1977 
7:30 - 10,00 p.m, 

12 weeks. 

As well, there vjill be at least two field trips, at weekends. 

Hee $35,00 less $3,00 for paid-up members of the South Peel Naturalists', 
Toronto Field Naturalists', Hamilton Naturalists' and Halton Field 
Naturalists' Clubs. 

Instructor, as previously, MISS ROSEMARY GAYMER. 

This is a basic course, providing an introduction to the hobby of bird¬ 
watching, and to the study of birds in general. It is designed for both the 
absolute and complete beginner and for the person x^ho has been interested for 
several years and now seeks to improve his or her knowledge of the xc^orld of 
birds. Stressed throughout the course xvill be the various aspects of identi¬ 
fication skills, (For those wishing to repeat the course, all quiz material 
X\»ill be nex^l ) 

Please note that the starting time has been put back to 
7;30 p.m. to accommodate people driving long distances, 

and 

that the course will last 12 x^7eeks , instead of 10 as 
previously, to compensate for the shorter sessions. 

For further information about BIRD STUDY I , please contact: 

COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISION, 

SHERIDAN COLLEGE, 

1A30 Trafalgar Road, Oakville, Ont, L6H 2L1. 

Telephones; Oakville 845-9430 .... if busy, call Clarkson 823-9730, 

Burlington 632-7081 

( ADVANCE NOTICE : Bird Study II, the more advanced course, will definitely be 
offered in the Fall of 1978. It was not possible to offer it this year as 
planned, due to changes in Miss Gayraer's v7ork schedule at the College x^hich 
have pre-empted the time required to make necessary adjustments to the 
advanced course.) 

THE ATMOSPHERE OF BIRD STUDY I IS INFORMAL, AND THE STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE 
IS VARIED, WITH A NUMBER OF WORKSHOPS IN WHICH EVERYBODY GETS INVOLVED 
RATHER THAN LISTENING TO LECTURES. 
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WILD ASTERS by Larry Bird 

In the waning ■glot'j of summer, just before the maples blaze, 

I often slip axi7ay to roam through eveningls sleepy haze. 

My vagrant steps .are drawn to where the asters boldly raise 
Their glov/ing purple faces to the early sunset rays. 


The dust of summer roadsides scarcely dims their radiant gleams; 

They throng the tangled fencerows and they crowd the meadow streams. 
From the shadows of the dusky glades their quiet beauty beams. 

And the golden-centred blossoms wave, in masses, through ray dreams. 


The aster is the badge of fall; the crest she proudly boasts 
On her gorgeous, rippling banner when she strikes the summer hosts. 
The summer legions wither while the victor vainly toasts 
The clearing of the stricken field for winter's swirling ghosts. 


Now the sultry days of August lie in slumber on the breast 
Of a dormant land a-walting for the strains of winter's test. 
And the smoky spell of autumn is the season I love best; 

For then - the glorious asters pale the sunset in the west. 


******vV****** 

***** 

* 


SPRING BIRD COUNTS by E. Dinniwell 


Each year in mid-May, members of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club spend 
a day in the fields and the woods, along the roadsides and the lake shore, 
around Cootes Paradise and Burlington Bay, counting the birds seen and heard 
ir. the Hamilton area. For comparison the results of the 1975 and 1977 counts 
are listed below. 

SPECIES May 16, 1976 May 15, 1977 


Common Loon 
Horned Grebe 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Great Blue Heron 
Green Heron 
Black-crowned Night 
American Bittern 
Mute Swan 
Brant Goose 
Canada Goose 
Mallard 
Black Duck 
Gadwall 

Green-winged Teal 
Blue-winged Teal 
American Widgeon 


4 

7 

8 
3 

Heron 3 

2 

2 

31 

43 

3 

6 

2 

16 


4 

3 
37 

6 

4 
2 

35 

52 

2 

6 

2 

33 

2 


(continued next page 


) 
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SPRING BIRD COTINTS (continued) 


SPECIES 


May 16, 1976 


Shoveller 

Wood Duck 2 

Redhead 8 

Canvasback 3 

Greater Scaup 4 

Lesser Scaup 5 

Bufflehead 6 

Old Squav7 40 

White-winged Scoter 4 

Turkey Vulture 

Red-tailed Hawk 6 

Marsh Hawk 

Sparrow Hawk 1 

Ruffed Grouse 

Pheasant 5 

Sora Rail 1 

Common Gallinule 4 

American Coot 5 

Semipalmated Plover 

Killdeer 31 

Ruddy Turnstone 500 

American Woodcock 

Wfilson's Snipe 1 

Upland Plover 5 

Spotted Sandpiper 7 

Solitary Sandpiper 1 

Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellox^legs 

White-rumped Sandpiper 1 

Least Sandpiper 8 

Dunlin 2 

Sanderling 6 

Herring Gull 200 

Ring-billed Gull 2000 

Bonaparte’s Gull 2000 

Little Gull 5 

Forster's Tern 1 

Common Tern 3 

Black Tern 18 

Mourning Dove 67 

Yellox'j-billed Cuckoo 
Black-billed Cuckoo 

Screech Owl 1 

Great Horned 0v7l 

Whip-poor-will 

Chimney Swift 42 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 5 

Belted Kingfisher 7 

Yellow-shafted Flicker 45 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Red-headed Woodpecker 2 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 3 

Hairy Woodpecker 3 


May 15, 1977 


2 

23 

14 

2 

8 

8 


1 

10 

1 

7 

4 

1 

6 

3 

35 

18 

7 

2 

38 

2 

7 


5 

8 

35 


1 

43 

4 

1 

2 

7 

10 

6 

47 

2 

7 

1 

1 


(continued next page 


.) 
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SPRING BIRD COUNTS (continued) 
SPECIES 

Downy Woodpecker 
Eastern Kingbird 
Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Phoebe 
Alder Flycatcher 
Least Flycatcher 
Eastern Wood Pewee 
Horned Lark 
Tree Swallow 
Bank Swallow 
Rough-winged Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Cliff Swallov^ 

Purple Martin 

Blue Jay 

Common Crow 

Black-capped Chickadee 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

Broxm Creeper 

House Wren 

Winter Wren 

Carolina Wren 

Long-billed Marsh Wren 

Mockingbird 

Catbird 

Bro\m Thrasher 

American Robin 

Wood Thrush 

Hermit Thrush 

Svjainson' s Thrush 

Veery 

Blue-grey Gnatcatcher 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Water Pipit 
Cedar Waxwing 
Starling 

Yellow-throated Vireo 
Solitary Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Golden-winged Warbler 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler 
Orange-crowned Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 
Parula Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Cape May Warbler 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 


May 16, 1976 


May 15, 1977 


10 

11 

10 

2 

12 

3 

2 

420 

575 

20 

70 

5 

54 
65 
46 

6 

26 

1 

43 

1 

1 

55 

29 
240 

33 

6 

6 

2 

9 

15 

830 

2 

2 

28 

3 

30 
9 
3 
1 

60 

3 

17 

2 

30 

32 

22 

4 


12 

13 
18 

3 

1 

20 

1 

12 

120 

55 

14 
91 

15 

3 
46 
77 
34 

2 

1 

4 
29 

1 


1 

50 

49 

120 

14 

1 

6 

18 

2 

8 

3 

4 

340 


10 

12 

9 

3 

2 

5 

1 

17 

61 

26 

10 

1 


(continued next page 
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SPRING BIRD COUNTS (continued) 


SPECIES 

May 16, 1976 

. May 15, 1977 

Myrtle Warbler 

27 

50 

Black-throated Green Warbler 

43 

14 

Blackburnian Warbler 

36 

16 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 

26 

10 

Bay-breasted Warbler 

57 

8 

Blackpoll Warbler 

1 

• 

Prairie Warbler 

2 

• 

Palm Warbler 

2 


Ovenbird 

7 

20 

Northern VJaterthrush 

2 

15 

Yellowthroat 

14 

7 

Hooded Warbler 

1 


Wilson's Warbler 

2 

*“ 

Canada Warbler 

9 

1 

American Redstart 

22 

10 

English Sparrow 

200 

100 

y 

Bobolink 

44 

49 

Eastern Meadov?lark 

15 

6 

Red-winged Blackbird 

560 

300 

Orchard Oriole 

2 

- 

Baltimore Oriole 

89 

83 

Common Crackle 

540 

200 

Cowbird 

64 

85 

Scarlet Tanager 

14 

10 

Cardinal 

53 

31 . 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

16 

43 

Indigo Bunting 

16 

3 

Evening Grosbeak 

25 

- 

Purple Finch 

1 

4 

Pine Siskin 

4 

- 

American GOldfinch 

69 

98 

Eastern Towhee 

13 

18 

Savannah Sparrow 

15 

34 

Grasshopper Sparrow 

2 

16 

Vesper Sparrow 

3 

4 

Chipping Sparrow 

34 

42 

Field Sparrow 

8 

30 

White-crowned Sparrov? 

10 

54 

White-throated Sparrow 

12 

74 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

1 

2 

Swamp Sparrow 

2 

23 

Gong Sparrov'j 

60 

81 

Total 

141 

130 


sfjecies 

species 


Total for 1976 and 1977 - 163 species 

OBSERVERS ; 

1976 - Hazel Broker, Stella Brown, George CampHiell, E. Dinniwell, Sheila Forbes, 
Lydia Hamilton, Audrey Hawkes, Evelyn Morris, George North, Laurel North, Billy 
Smith, Ruth Summers, Helen Taylor, Phil Walker, Bob Westmore, Alan Wormington, 

(continued next page....<■..) 




SPRING BIRD COUNTS (continued) 


14 


Brian Wylie, Total 17. 

1977 - Hazel Broker, Stella Brown, E, Dinniwell, Sheila Forbes, Audrey Hawkes, 
Mary Lidgey, Evelyn Morris, Ron Plinte, Helen Taylor, Alan Wormington, Brian 
Wylie, Total 11, 


************* 

********* 

* 

BAILLIE BIRDATHON RAISES $14,000 FOR BIRD RESEARCH AND PRESERVATION 

Fred Bodsx^orth and 60 other birdv;atchers recorded at least 195 species 
of birds and raised $14,000 in pledges in the Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Count 
(Baillie Birdathon) on May 7, 1977. Birders in Ottawa, Toronto, Sudbury, 
Waterloo and Dufferin Counties, and at Point Pelee took part in the Birdathon, 
but the main count was at Long Point with 47 sponsored birdwatchers participat¬ 
ing and numerous others along to help them spot more birds. 

Among the highlights of the 173 species reported on the Long Point Count 
V7as a rare Harris's Sparrow, found by Duncan MacLulich and seen by many others, 
Ottawa birders reported a Ruff, which had been present for several days, while 
at Pelee the Chuck-v;ill's-widow put in an appearance, Alan Wormington from the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club had the highest individual species count at Long 
Point V7ith 145. 

More than 1,4c0 sponsors contributed to the success of the Birdathon, 
Organized by the Long Point Bird Observatory. The proceeds will support the • 
programme of the Observatory and woll also help to finance the James L. Baillie 
Memorial Fund, vj'nich V7ill make grants for bird research and preservation project 
throughout Ontario, 


FIRST CHUCK-WILL'S- WIDOW ' S NBSf IN CANADA 

The discovery of the first chuck-will's-widow's nest in Canada has been 
reported by a group of Hamilton Bird-watchers, The find vjas made at Point Pelee 
National Park after 90 minutes of searching by Alan Wormington, Bob Finlayson. 
and Bryan Wylie. A pair of the birds had been seen at Point Pelee for the last 
three springs but no sign of the nest had been found until now. 

(from the Bulletin published by the Manitoba Naturalists Club, July-A.ugust 1977) 

(Editor's note; Come on boys I Let us hear more about this exciting discovery. 
How about taking a few minutes to jot dowi a few lines for Wood Duck readers.) 


. t* «« .'s n » A <v /C <v /V 


MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR THE 1977-7C SEASON ARE NOW DUE. SLIP A CHEQUE IN THE Pi/'.IL 
TO-DAY. THE WOOD DUCK IS MAILED FREE EACH MONTH TO MEMBERS. 
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TIHD? 


~ THA T • S 
i3y 3ric '^altar Ja-3tin 

Viian a. grin, aorajjar pall of smcLa, cli.abino: alo-vly sky/jarc'', 
anc: a siiarp, oriinouG crackle of burninc tinber heralds the approach of 
a forest fire, pany ninds centra upon one pertinent cfu.estion, 7hich 
3 ;ay is taa ^/ind blov^ing?'',. 

For the wind, as voluntear firefiahters Jcnow "-/all, can aid their 
efforts by driving the conflagration toward v;ater, or, in demoniac 
perversity, it can spur the raveninn ’lolocaust in tne d.iraction of 
nearby cottages, farms and corwunities, rand.erinc the hazardous ■'7or]c 
of the fire-'an ineffactual. The '/ind blows where it will... 

bysirple definition, wind is just air in natural, horizontal 
motion. Its direct ir.;pact upon our senses is light, for it cannot ba 
seen, tasted, or snalt. Our av/arenass of it cores mainly fror; expbrien' 
of its effects upon other things, as when v/a see an elm band, b-efo.re a 
breeze, smell smoke fror\ a distant fire or taste tie tana cf salt air , 
w.i-eii still many miles from the sea. 

i-an has little control over wind: he can learn, hov-rever, to 
Uhderstaiid and even predict its conduct, turnincr it, frequently, to his 
advantaae. . . SO'lathing taat the engineer, flyer and. fisherman graspec. 
long ago. 7ind. brings rain to parched, soil, dise-arses seeds,. spores 
c'.nc, pollens, cools sultry, 3un--bakad citias, cries v/ashina and'bears, 
a vay industrial smoc/. It exerts much thermal influence by iutensifyinr 
coldness or allaying heat;: it is responsible, laroely, for both 'i^eather 
and climate. 


is a Greater 

a 


It ha'5 bean remariced, ;i/ith some truth, that wind __ _ _ 

sov/er of seed than man. 1 any thousands of tiny, black seeds nay be 
3.ia.]ven and blo'/n from the head of a single, fragile po ^py ly its ti:mely 
gusts, and trees like raaple, ash and basswood rely uoon it to carry 
their winged fruits far afield. Anci, v/ho has i:iot watched the light, 
graceful parachutes entrustec- to the bnee-e by cormon plant.s such as ■ 
thistle, dandelion and rail,’.weed? 

The eirevailinc v/inds, tyhile not the primary cause, certainly ar^ 
a secondary cause of oceanic current.s. The wairm. '/estard'-flov/inr .gouth 
Figuatorial Current, for e;:anple, lara-ely dapend.s uoon t.he steady, south¬ 
east trades for its constant direction and moven^ent. 


Fa.I ornithologists 'would deny an obvious 
r igration and wind. Hav.'ks, eagles and vultures 
skilful use of thennals and up-drafts ovcer .noun 
altitude -while travelling their T'igu'atory route 
realized, hov/ever, that many snaller, nocturnal 
cvirrents to some extant, .Lvic.ence reveals, too 
select elevations v/hich place the:^.''. in air masse 
their iniiieuiata purposes. It is a matter of rf 
d/eather bureau that, on the nicfht of 'lepte.mber 
cold, southbound air was pouring across Ib.cinhatl 
level, V7ari;-ter air in opposite (northJiound) flov/ 
to gain advantage from the southbound air mass, 


connectic-n bet'-zeen bird 
, particularly, i-iake 
tein ranges, to r'iSintain 
s. It is less commonly 
migrants us-e wind 
, that migrating birds 
3 movix'ir- favourably for 
cord at the i::e77 York 
11, 194 3, a va.st piass of 
an, replacing, at suface 
Flying low, apparent!;- 
thousands of warblers. 
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In Th ^_ 'ind? (continu a) 

vireos,- orioles and grosloeaks - or about twenty-five species - collided 
v'ith tine towerino facade of the E.woire State Juildinn, r-'.eetinq injury 
and. death. 


i'.aurice Jroun, in his recent .book, 'Ilavv'ks Aloft , renarks, '. .. 

I can assure you t.iat the hawis;ing(at He.wlc ['fountain, Pennsylvania) can 
be terrifically exciting;, or it can .be terribly dully depending on one 
little itew in the wefether. .. and that is 'JIi'iD, . .I-:o vzind., no hav/ks sum- 
marizes flight conditions along our fly''/ay. 


.Jindt, too, is one of the factors causing soil erosion, v/ith 
con-sequent los-s of fertility. Drifiting of topsoil, by no neans a new 
pro'ijlein, ha.s caused much difficulty, eapecially in the v/a.stern states 
and provinces, where abandoned farms, barren dunes and eroded hillsic.e.s 
testify to tna seriousness of what is, in many localities, a perennial 
scourge. Such dar.'acfe spreads quicJcly. v/her-e drifiting i-s )5ad, road. 
alloT/ances may silt up, maintenance costs of railway lines .may increase 
and dust storms may causa mental upset or wealcened morale among tenants 
anc owners. In short, such insidious, deadly erosion affects all livin 
things and, above all, man. 


Hov/ever, rauch progress has bean record-ed along lines of pravan 
tion and control, during the last thirty years. The planned planting 
of trees is the only permanent solution, for soil does not .blov/ if 
adecjuately covered by vegetation, "'^uch windbreaks and shelter-belts 
-br.eaJc the wind's force, while s^erving also to stabilize topsoil. 


Crops such as corn and standing grain nay be destroyed by severe 
CiS-les. The dry, hot ''/inds of summer, too, can carry off damaging 
quantities of natural moisture from ci,i.ltivatad fields, a condition that 
in particularly arid years, may mean extensive loss for farmers, "■’ell- 
plannad v/indbraaks and shelter-belts, agai.n, provide partial insurance 
against crop losses. 


are 


i;any winds, by reason of fix.ed, physical features affecting the~ 
permanent, or, pernaps, recfularly recurrent locally. Such have 


b.ecoma v/ell kxio''/n, havina attained fane through the affo.rt3 of travail.'; 
and aut lors, Among than are t.sa mistral of southern Franca, the Girocc 
of Mediterranean lands, tae :m.armattan of Africa and others whose habits 
and cnaracteristics have beexi described in the world's literature. 

kien the leaves !iava cb.)andoned the limbs of the trees and cobble 
stoned streets are reflecting the c.ieerle.ss, ashen hues of a v/intry sky 
the old people of the coastal tov/ns of southern France, drawing their 
shawls closely about tnem, turn apprehensive eyes northward to the hill 
Tna dreaded mistral is on its way... Violent, penetrating and cold, it 
s'weeps from the north and north-v/ast acros-s the Mediterranean province- 
reading a peak of fury in tne vicinity of the Mione estuary, the Gulf 
the Lion. .Marseilles, Toulon, indeed ttxe whole littoral from the .FJx'iro 
Fiver to the Gulf of Geiioa, kno'/ its strong clutch; chilled and dried 
by its tempestuous cro'ssing of the Alps and tne French central highla.nc 
the mistral carries a breath of icy winter to the usually temperate 
plains. Also cold and harsh, but less frequent, is the bora of the 
northern Adriatic coast; emanating from the interior highlands, it 
drives across Adriatic regions from the north and northeast. 
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‘/-lat’s xn The ’iiic.? 


a 


;jot all v/iiiCiD of r^cuntc.ijTOUo olcicos, iioir all 
aaca;-—arily friaicL SwisT aarc^aaan; tojidinc- s’loa.j enc'' ao''t- in't'ia 
Aloiaa foot.iillo, orofit oy a ;ary, ^intar wine Cc.lloy tha foahn. 
Jlowinr. Gteacdly frov t'la souta^ (."o'/n t’la ateeo slooej of taa ZaIos . it 
cauaex a aliarp riaa in te'noaratr.re. Ita warpth and'cryney 3 ara -ainad 
oy coxurassion a3 it pours rapidly dovn txa precipitous cliffs to the 
c,_iitler jIo 3e;o; tsa principle is rotioPly that v^nich cau'^'^s a bic'/cle 
puup to r-roy hot in tha nands of its usar. 

J-, . -.ortii C'.lenca lias a sirAilar^ '^'/arxp orv wxnc v/hose affect is 

xalt uninly in t.ie foothills of the Rocicias, and. across the Graat 
Plains, t.iat land of vast, trasless slopes stretchino aastuard froru the 
nouiitaxns, ^ The foehn of v/estern Dnitad ^tedas and Ca.nada is called: 
tuc: cninook. It.s s larply clixibing tarsparature, as it d.ascand.s the 
a^htern race of the ranc-a rn-lts '/inter snov/s quickly, and. tie Chinook 
often .has oean called, ■Sno z-aater „ Zniother v/arr.. v/ind, but a .'Aoist 
oua, vi/,iic..i floi./s froi.i tine soutny.est over the coastal area of Oreqen 
and /ashinqton, .oeax'S the sare .nap,.e„ Appar.ently it '’/as so naV'ed by 
/.iit.i oettlars at. Astoria, in northv/sst Orecfon, in the early nineteenth 
century, becua.s i it appeared to cone fro::i tha direction of a C.iinoo!: 
India;i encarpr.'.ent, 


J.io ..las not iiea.rd of the trc.de ''/inc's, rientioried often in the 
saqa'S of.th.e sailinr .s'lips, and faried. for their dependability? hlowinc 
c.l lo.jt continual lyin tne savia course, or 'trade ' , frori the east, the i 
dryinr.- .-/inc.s affect a yide belt stratchina nearly four t!iousard niles 
a,stpcie the equator. Their flo- toward the eouator is an influx of 
cooler air, uovino to replace ri'sinc colurns of heated air in a lov.?- 
pressure rerdon, T.ieir slant tov/ard the i/e'St is a result of the earth' 
rotation. ^jotn thino.rtnea.3t and southeast tradvos v/ere used to full 
ac.vantarra ijy navicrator-s in .sail, .anc* Many a. "laqer v/as iii.a.(^'e as rfxilly-ric' 
qet.. >'.iio.'j racec. hor''e"/ard. .before their .jtead.s^ pressure. 

^ b'.nc o.L Fi ;dty Days ' is one of ill oreh for the .'3r'y:')tiari,s, 

ina hot, dusty khaiviain (arajiic ^.^ord for fifty) strear.s north'/ard froA’ 
the desert, often presarincy a violent '3ancstor.’'i. Dlou^inq sporadically, 
for a fev; days at a stretch, it occurs during a xeriod. approximating 
fifty days, frov'- .-.area to .ay. bhe kha’-'iin is unooiular ndth man and 
oeast ali,ce', ano nany a traveller , crouching in the" lee of, his camel 
or dohicey, seek.; shelter from its btingino .blast, 

hirailar are tne .lar.’usttan ano sirocco, for all three are hot., 
cust-lao.en. The for.ier is a land v/ind of no.rthy( 3 st Africa, th 
jUT'.e.o frt'i;i the interior accoiVipanied by dense dust clouds, ■harchinc 
3 Cil and veretation alonn a yica seoment of the Atlantic coast, a 
seasonal v/ind, it occurs usually during December, Januar'/ e-nd. F,ebrua.ry. 
Sirocco IS a general describing any warm, wind, of cyclonic origin', 

‘z!'. applied locally to ahot, sultry v/ind affactinc; Spain, .;alta, 

bicily, Italy and som.e north African coastal areas. Dry and sand-laden 
fxOiii t.hG scorcniiir Lib^/an and Sahara Deserts, it turns its searing 
•oreath upon tie olive cfroves and orc^iard-s of b^ciiterragaan coxmtries, 
pa.rcning and ./interinr- frui to c'nd foli ace, 

suinmier nonsoons of India and China car.ry a oriceless nift t"" 
;crcned lielLS and hillsides. Their life-('■ivinn- rains, ripened from.th 
wide oceans, revive and nourish the crons upon which 'wllions of Asiatif 
c._p^nd for .jupiaihtanca, .Fa.i'ine, a .leraic'. of diesease arc; death, .mierht 
wall be the crir; outcome of crop failure in a season ot V 7 ,=.a’-, in^^ff.ecti 
monsoons. 
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Liat‘3 In 'i'na /ino. (continueu) 


Tne warn/ v/at, aouth.reTt vacnaoon occura periodically, v/ith ragu- 
larity, bat'/aan /Vijril and October, at JO:.i'jay/ for axav^j^ile, it unuctlly 
lasts fron early June until nid-October>, A monsoon io the result of 
a marked; tnar>:'-al disparity b'etwaen the continental land liass and 
adjacent oceans, land” becom.es neat-ed mo.re quickly than water; and, as 
its temperatura cliiioS; a vast expanse of relatively low pressure forms 
over ito Inevitably, to replace rising columm.s of T/ai-n air, the moistu 
laden, oceanic v.mnds suroe inland. During v/inter ncnths the north.east 
monsoon takes over, providing a drying vyind tnroughout the period 
from ./ovember to :;arch. Ti^'e.s of shifting are characterized by foul 
weather, often with tropical storms c>.nd dynariic winds. Ihis breaking 
of the I'lonsoon is a tine for preparedness and caution on the part of 
far. ers, seamen and travellers. 

T.nere ar.e v/ind.s good and bad, some gentle, otliers violent. A f.r.i 
are romantic in character, all are interefetina, many are po'-r-erful . . . 
and. in then, is power to turn far'.nland into wildern-ess, desert into 
gard-en, nilloond into maditromi., ■•'an cannot rule tn.e v.rinds he must 
accept, study and use them 'dnen wossible. And sometimes he jeust 
s.eeltar from their fury, for such are tie winds of the world. 

**************** 

********** 


Wail TS OF INTEREST TO NATURALISTS AT THE R.B.G, ( continued from page 5) 

/J-,GAE 

Several algal habitats in the Gardens will be visited on field trips and 
methods of collecting will be demonstrated. Each day the collections will be 
examined with microscopes for study and identification. Methods of preserving.- 
collections and preparing microscope slides will be demonstrated. Keys and 
reference literature provided. Saturdays, September 17 and 9:30 a.m., at 
the Nature Centre. Register by September 10 with the RoyaJ^ Bota nical Gardens ^ 
Maximum 10. Fee $4.00, Dr. J. F. Gerrath, University of Guelph. Host F. Vrugtman. 

NORFOLK COUNTY FIELD STUDY 

A field trip for native plant identification, featuring walks along the 
trails of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club's Spooky Hollow Sanctuary and the Bachus 
poods in Norfolk County. Characteristic species of the Carolinian Forest^will be 
seen in flower and fruit. Saturday, September 24 , at 8;30 a.m. Meet at Head¬ 
quarters and bring your lunch. Register with the Royal Botanical Gardens by Sept j _^ U 
Maximum 18. Fee - $3.00 for R.B.G. members, $4,00 for non-members. Dr, J. Pringle 

h UGHROOMING IN NORFOLK COUNTY 

A popular short course on the identification, ecology and edibility of mush¬ 
rooms. Included is a collecting field trip on Saturday, September 24 at 8:30 a.m. 
bus to Hamilton Naturalists' Club Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, and to the reforesta¬ 
tion areas near St, Williams, Followed by a choice of one of two laboratory 
sessions on Monday, September ,'26 or Tuesday, September 27 at 7:30 p.m. Meet at 

Headquarters and bring lunch and a basket. Register with the Royal _Botanical 

Gardens by September 19 . Maximum 30. Fee - $3.00 for R.B.G. members, $4.00 for 
non-members. Dr. Peter Rice. 

S UNDAY-MORNING BIRD WALKS 

Field Study of migrating shorebirds, warblers and other autumn birds of 
Gootes Paradise. Sundays at 7:00 a.m,, September 18 at the Nature Centre, 

September 25 at the parking lot near the athletic field, McMaster University. Pring 
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V >\TGH FOR MARKED SHORE BIRDS 

In 1977, the Canadian Wildlife Service will be continuing an extensive 
prograirane of banding and colour-marking shorebirds in James Bay, with the objective 
of defining migration routes used by shorebirds on their journeys between the Arctic 

breeding grounds and vjintering areas . If you see a marked shorebird, please 

record details of; species, place, date, colour-marks, and if possible, numbers of 
other shore birds present. For colour-dyed birds, please record the colour and 
area of the bird that as dyed. For colour bands and standard leg bands, please 
record the leg the band was on, the colour involved, and the relative position of 
the bands if more than one was on a leg (e.g. right leg, blue over metal, etc.). 

A note should be made as to whether the bands were below or above the ’'knee"" of 
the bird. 


Report sightings to Dr. R. I. G. Morrison, 

Canadian Wildlife Service, 

2721 Highv^ay 31, Ottawa, Ont. KIA 0H3 


****'!V*******vVV<*Vi;iV'<V* 

***V.‘*V!'*‘,V*AvVvV******vV 


THE ONTARIO BIRD FEEDER SURVEY; 1975 - 197 7 


The Ontario Bird Feeder Survey V7as b^gun by the Long Point Bird Observatory 
in 1976, vjith the aim of seeing whether changes in numbers"and kinds of birds at 
feeders reflect population trends in bird populations as a whole. Scattered througli 
out Ontario, the 367 participants recorded the peak numbers of birds at their 
feeders during 2-day periods, every two weeks from October to April. The first 
annual report is now available for 50<: from OBFS, Long Point Bird Observatory, 

P.p..Bpx 160, Port piowgin , Ontario,, Persons v/ishlng to join the survey for the 
1977-78 season should \^rite to the same address. 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club's Copy of the survey will be available at 
the September meeting. The report shows that a great deal of information can be 
derived from the pooled observations of many observers. 
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ROSS THOMPSON TROPHY WIMER 


The Ross Thompson Trophy competition for Junior members in the H, N, C. 
was revived in 1976, The trophy is given to the junior member who sees the 
greatest number of species of birds in the Hamilton area (25 mile radius fi'em 
Dundurn Castle) during the calendar year. 

There was only one entry in the 1976 competition and at the May meeting, 
Brian Harschnitz who recorded 117 species of birds, received the Ross Thompson 
Trophy and the National Geographic book , Song and Garden Birds, presented by 
Bob Westmore, Congratulations Brian 1 

Juniors, do you have your bird lists under vjay for 1977. Remember that 
January 30 is the deadline for presenting your lists to Mr. Robert Currey, 

92 Hostein Drive, Ancaster, Ont. for judging. 
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